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How is Trove 

useful in family 

history research? 

 

 Helps you locate and use resources like newspapers, 

government gazettes and images 

 Links directly to previously unsuspected or inaccessible details 

 Provides clues to areas for further research, e.g. court records 

 “Fleshes out” our knowledge of individual family members 

 

Digitised 

newspapers on 

Trove 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Digitised newspapers make up the largest of Trove’s collections, 

enabling access to over 18.5 million pages from more than 1000 

Australian newspapers. Newspapers range from 1800s to 1954 (outside 

copyright), as well as a number of newspapers published after 1955, 

where an agreement has been reached with the publisher. Each state 

library contributes titles. There is no charge. 

 

 

 

Getting Started in Family History 
State Library of Queensland Online collections and resources training 

Trove 

Trove is a searchable growing repository of full text digital resources. Trove is made up of 

eleven zones. The zones group together similar types of content http://trove.nla.gov.au. You 

can receive results from a search in all zones simultaneously or search each zone 

individually.  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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Search Strategy Select “Digitised newspapers and more” from Trove home page. 

Click on “Adv” to select advanced search. 

 
Advanced search provides many options: Select by state, title, date 

range, newspaper item category, number of words, with or without an 

illustration, date/relevance order. Even after your search you can refine 

by many of these choices. 

 

 
Click Search. 
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Search Results   Your search results will display like this: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Click on the title (blue text) of the article you wish to view. 

If you don’t find what you need, 

you may refine your search with 
the filters displayed at left of 
screen, or by clicking refine 
search. 
 

Take note of the options on the right 

hand side to find information in other 
formats in the same subject. 
 

Viewing an 
article 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The left hand side will present the article’s electronic text (this text can 

be corrected).  

 

The key words used in the search (Cornubia, Barney, Moreton Bay) will 

be highlighted.  
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Image viewer 

 

 
 

 

Magnify or reduce the size of 
the article 
 

 

Rotate the article view 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To move the article view around the screen, left click and drag the 

mouse to move the article around or use the box on the bottom right 

screen to move around the page. 

 

Print an article To print select the Download icon  at the far left of screen. 

Select your preferred download format: JPG, PDF or TEXT (PDF is 
recommended) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Trove will generate a medum sized file by default. If you would like a 
smaller (to save space) or larger (for more detail) file, click “change 
size”. Otherwise, click “view medium” button.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The printable file will open in your browser. Use your browser’s print 
function to generate your print.  
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Search Tips Targeted search:  most important with common words or names 

“phrase” Use double quotation marks for phrases e.g. “ship 

Chyebassa” 

(brackets) Search for words in any order e.g. names (Henry 

Jordan) 

AND, OR, 

NOT(-) 

AND is default. Can use - sign instead of NOT. 

e.g. Convict AND (“Moreton Bay” NOT Brisbane) 

       Convict AND (“Moreton Bay” -Brisbane) 

fulltext: Limit to specific term. Trove default searches for word 

stems, e.g. “May” also searches “mayflower” and 

“maybe”.  “text:May” searches for just “May”  

~ near Set maximum number of words between terms within 

quotation marks 

e.g. “Chyebassa ship”~3 – will have no more than 3 

words between them 

* wildcard Use to widen a query. Use at least 3 letters before * 

and space after.   

e.g. Chy* ship* 

Date:[xxxx 

TO xxxx] 

Set date range to search e.g. date:[1920 TO 1930] 

Use a form 

of 

address/initi

als: 

Mrs May, Mr Black with phrase, near search or fulltext. 

 

Use words in your search which are: 

 the most distinctive e.g. Rev for a minister of religion 

 those most associated with your search e.g. Chyebassa ship 

 forms of the time: Mrs J Wood rather than Elizabeth Wood; J E 

Wood rather than Jim Wood when a name is associated with a 

formal role. Be aware of variations of someone’s name. 

 Search beyond the specific place and/or state where an event 

occurred. If the matter is of high interest or there is a lack of 

news it may be reported in unexpected places. 

 Be aware of the newspaper conventions e.g. a death might be 

reported under local and general or in the obituary column. 

 Use a wide time frame e.g. a shipwreck in April 1865 might not 

be reported until the following month. Death notices might not 

appear until 2 months after the wreck. 

 

Why is my 

search 

unsuccessful? 

 

 Incorrect reporting e.g. Thomas Heffernan reported as Thomas Effort 

 Missing or damaged newspapers. 

 Newspapers have been scanned from microfilm of the originals, not 

the original paper version. Resulting problems include:  

 bound newspapers causing words to be distorted or disappear 

into the gutter of the binding. 

 poor quality paper causing “bleed through” from the other side of 

the page. 

 variable brightness and text clarity over a page 
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 Optical character recognition (OCR) has been used to reproduce the 

text on the left side of the page. Specific issues cause problems: 

 particular letters, dropped/upper case capitals, symbols 

 hyphenated words at the end/beginning of lines 

 poor print quality. 

 

Help 

 

 Use the Trove help centre: http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove 

 See article “Newspaper Masterclass with Sue Reid”… 

https://www.tracesmagazine.com.au/2013/06/newspaper-

masterclass-with-sue-reid-from-queensland-family-history-society/  

 State Library of Queensland has the most extensive collection of 

newspapers for the state.  

 It extends beyond the collection on Trove and beyond 1954 to a 

current collection. 

 The newspapers are available on Level 3 on microform, online 

and in paper format.   

 Place a request via Ask Us at the State Library of Queensland 

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/ask-us  

 

 

http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove
https://www.tracesmagazine.com.au/2013/06/newspaper-masterclass-with-sue-reid-from-queensland-family-history-society/
https://www.tracesmagazine.com.au/2013/06/newspaper-masterclass-with-sue-reid-from-queensland-family-history-society/
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/ask-us

